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Transforming Churches Network receives 
$100,000 grant from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

Grant will be used to fund mission revitalization projects throughout the LCMS.

Cordova, Tenn., February 25, 2009  - The Transforming Churches Network (TCN) recently received a 

$100,000 grant from the Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Foundation. The grant is dedicated to the LCMS 
Ablaze! goal of revitalizing 2000 congregations by the year 2017.

“This generous grant will go a long way toward helping TCN design and implement an effective Mission 

Revitalization process for the LCMS,” said Rev. Dr. Terry Tieman, Executive Director of TCN. “Eighty 
percent of LCMS congregations have plateaued or are declining in worship attendance, so this grant 

could not have come at a better time. Thanks to Thrivent’s generosity, this grant will help make an eternal 
difference in the lives of thousands of people who, by God’s grace and power, will come to know Jesus 

Christ as their Lord and Savior through the efforts of churches in the TCN network.”

“We are delighted to assist Transforming Churches Network through this grant,” said Karen Coonen, 
executive director of the Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Foundation. “We trust that this support will 

enable the organization to better carry out its ministry in North America.”

The grant is part of the foundation’s Lutheran Grant Program. This program is designed to help Lutheran 

institutions and organizations take advantage of unique growth and service opportunities. It also supports 
the interests and needs of the Lutheran community. In 2007, the program distributed approximately $5 

million through 100 separate grants. 

Eligible grant applicants include: Lutheran congregations, regional divisions of the three largest church 
bodies, small church bodies, high schools, colleges, universities, seminaries, camps, campus ministries, 

social ministry organizations and other independent Lutheran organizations or institutions. 
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The Transforming Churches Network provides training and resources to help congregations fulfill their 
role as “mission outposts.” TCN is a non-profit partner organization of The Lutheran Church – Missouri 

Synod dedicated to revitalizing churches. The purpose of TCN is to assist the LCMS in reaching its 
Ablaze! goal of revitalizing 2,000 churches by 2017. During the 2009-2010 fiscal year, TCN hopes to 

raise $300,000 to fund its programs throughout the LCMS. 

The Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Foundation is a private foundation funded by Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans. As a 501(c)(3) organization with its own board of trustees, the foundation is organized and 

operated exclusively for charitable, religious, scientific, literary and educational purposes and makes 
grants and gifts to 501(c)(3) exempt organizations. The foundation does not provide grants to individuals. 

To learn more about the foundation and its programs, visit: www.thrivent.com/foundations.

About Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is a Fortune 500 financial services membership organization helping 
nearly 3 million members achieve their financial goals and give back to their communities. Thrivent 
Financial and its affiliates offer a broad range of financial products and services including life insurance, 
annuities, mutual funds, disability income insurance, bank products and more. As a not-for-profit 
organization, Thrivent Financial sponsors national outreach programs and activities that support 
congregations, schools, charitable organizations and individuals in need. For more information, visit 
www.thrivent.com.

Securities offered through Thrivent Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave. South, Minneapolis, 
MN 55415-1665, 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836) a wholly owned subsidiary of Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans. Member NASD. Member SIPC.
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